The Battle of Naseby

Characters:

e Narrator

e King Charles I

e Prince Rupert

e Sir Thomas Fairfax

¢ Oliver Cromwell

o Philip Skippon

e Royalist Soldier

e Parliamentarian Soldier

Narrator:

It is early morning on 14th June 1645. The peaceful fields near the village

of Naseby are about to become the scene of a fierce and important battle in the
English Civil War.

Narrator:
On one side stands King Charles I, ready to fight for his right to rule. His army is
brave, but tired and outnumbered.

King Charles:
We must win today. If we defeat the Parliamentarians, England will be ours again!

Narrator:
Riding beside him is Prince Rupert, a daring cavalry commander.

Prince Rupert:
Leave the charging to me, Your Majesty. I'll strike their left and break their lines
wide open!

Narrator:
Facing them is the newly formed New Model Army, created by Parliament. It is
better trained, better armed, and ready to fight. Sir Thomas Fairfax leads them.

Fairfax:
Hold your ground, men. Trust in your training — and trust in victory.

Narrator:
The cavalry is led by Oliver Cromwell, and the infantry by Philip Skippon, a calm
and experienced commander.
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Skippon:
Stand steady, my hearts! Wait for the right moment.

Narrator:
The Royalist army strikes first. Prince Rupert and his cavalry thunder across the
field and crash into the left side of Parliament’s army.

Royalist Soldier:
For the king! Push them back!

Parliamentarian Soldier:
Hold the line! Don’t give an inch!

Narrator:
Rupert’s men drive back the Parliamentarians. It looks like the king might win. But
then Rupert makes a mistake...

Prince Rupert:
Keep going! The baggage train is ahead — take it!

Narrator:
Instead of turning back to help, Rupert’s cavalry chases the enemy too far and
attacks the Parliamentarian baggage wagons, full of supplies.

Narrator:
While Rupert is gone, Oliver Cromwell leads his cavalry in a powerful attack on the
opposite side of the battlefield.

Cromwell:
Now, men! Strike their flank and surround them!

Narrator:
The Royalist infantry is trapped between Cromwell’s horsemen and Parliament’s
foot soldiers. Skippon’s musketeers fire volley after volley.

Skippon:
Fire — together! Don’t let them through!

Narrator:
The king’s army begins to collapse. Soldiers drop their weapons and flee.

Royalist Soldier:
We can’t hold them! We’re surrounded!
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Narrator:
King Charles watches in horror.

King Charles:
Retreat! Save yourselves!

Narrator:
The Battle of Naseby is over. Parliament has won a great victory. The king's army is
in ruins.

Narrator:
The war is not yet over, but everything has changed. Parliament now has the upper
hand — and the road ahead for the king looks dark.

Narrator:
The fields of Naseby fall silent once more.

All Together:
The Battle of Naseby — 1645. The turning point of the English Civil War.
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