Script: The Battle of Naseby

Characters:

e Narrator (can be shared by several students)
e King Charles I

e Prince Rupert

e Sir Thomas Fairfax

e Oliver Cromwell

o Philip Skippon

o Henry Ireton

e Royalist Soldier

o Parliamentarian Soldier

o Earl of Carnforth

Suggested Props & Costumes

e Costumes: Simple cloaks or capes (red for Royalists, plain or brown/green for
Parliamentarians). Sashes or armbands can mark sides. Paper crowns for King
Charles, plumed hat for Prince Rupert, plain helmet/cap for Cromwell.

e Weapons: Cardboard swords, broomsticks for pikes, rolled card tubes as
muskets.

e Other Props:

Drums or recorded drumbeat (marching effect).

Flags or simple banners (one Royalist, one Parliamentarian).

Small boxes/bags for the baggage train.

Scroll or folder to represent the King’s Cabinet of letters.

Chairs or benches for soldiers to “fall back” on when retreating.

Flour in a sock or paper smoke props for gunpowder smoke.
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Script

[Stage: Two groups face each other across the space. A slow drumbeat plays.]
Narrator:

It is early morning on 14th June 1645. The quiet fields near the village of Naseby are

about to erupt into one of the most important battles of the English Civil War.

The Royalist army, tired after long marches, waits on a ridge.
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King Charles I (raising hand solemnly):
We are fewer in number — but God is with us. Stand firm, and England shall remain
ours!

Narrator:

From their ridge, the king and his men cannot see the size of the New Model Army —
which is much larger than theirs. Across the field, Sir Thomas Fairfax rallies his
men.

Fairfax (lifting sword or flag):
Men, today we fight for Parliament, for England, and for the future! Hold your
ground, and victory will be ours!

Narrator:
At the centre of the Parliament line stands Philip Skippon, calm and steady.

Skippon (raising hand):
Stand fast, my hearts! Fire only when ordered!

[Trumpet or whistle blast. Prince Rupert rides forward dramatically with sword
raised.]

Narrator:
Rupert does not realise that Dragoons are in the Sulby Hedges to his right, they begin
to fire their Muskets! Spooked, Rupert’s horsemen thunder forward.

[“Bang” sounds. Students with card muskets fire; toss flour dust or wave grey
cloth for smoke.]

Prince Rupert (shouting):
Okey’s Dragoons! Push on — break through!

Narrator:
Rupert’s cavalry smashes into Parliament’s left flank. In the chaos, Henry Ireton is
wounded and captured.

Ireton (struggling as two Royalists grab him):
I will not yield!

Royalist Soldier:
He’s ours! Take him!
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Narrator:
But Rupert does not return to the fight. He leads his men on, to loot the baggage
train at the rear.

[Students mime breaking into boxes and sacks, cheering as if seizing supplies.]

Narrator:
Meanwhile, Oliver Cromwell launches his cavalry on the opposite side.

Cromwell (raising sword high):
Now, forward! Strike their flank and surround them!

[Cavalry sweep across. Royalist soldiers stumble backwards.]

Narrator:
In the centre, Skippon is shot — but he refuses to leave.

Skippon (clutching side but standing firm):
I am wounded... but I will not quit! Stand fast, men!

Narrator:
The battle rages. Rupert’s Bluecoats, his finest infantry, fight stubbornly — but

Parliament’s musketeers pour fire into them.

Parliamentarian Soldier (firing musket):
The Bluecoats are falling! Keep firing!

[Bluecoat soldiers fall to the ground one by one.]

Narrator:
The Royalist army begins to collapse.

Royalist Soldier (throwing down sword):
We can’t hold them! We’re surrounded!

[King Charles steps forward, sword drawn, ready to charge.]

King Charles I:
One charge! Let me lead them myself!

Earl of Carnforth (grabbing his bridle):
Your Majesty, no! You must live to fight another day!

[The king is led away as soldiers scatter.]
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Narrator:
The Royalists flee. Parliament seizes the baggage train and the king’s cabinet of
letters.

[A soldier lifts a scroll or folder.]

Narrator:

Inside are secret documents, revealing Charles’s appeals for foreign and Irish help.
His trust is broken.

[Silence. Soldiers leave the stage slowly.]

Narrator:

The Battle of Naseby is over. The Royalist army is destroyed. From this day, the

king’s cause begins to collapse.

All Together (stepping forward, loud and clear):
The Battle of Naseby, 1645 — the turning point of the English Civil War.

[Curtain closes / lights fade. Drumbeat slows and stops.]
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