
 

 

Create a 
title for each 
paragraph 

 
 
 
On 14th June 1645, a major battle took place between the 
King and his Parliament.  It was after three years of fighting 
which did not see either side victorious. 
 
Early in 1645, the Army of Parliament decided to re-
organise and created the New Model Army.  It was a 
national army with a professional leadership. 
Soldiers were well trained and paid.  They believed that God 
was on their side. 
 
In the meantime, the Royalist Army had become separated. 
The King was in the Midlands with Prince Rupert, but the 
rest of the army were with Lord Goring, his Lieutenant of 
Horse, in the West Country.  This reduced this size of the 
King’s Army. 
 
In the Spring of 1645, Sir Thomas Fairfax, the leader of the 
Parliamentarian Army was directed to march to help relieve 
the siege at Taunton.  The King sent some of his army West, 
whilst the King and the rest of his army marched North.  
Meanwhile, with Oxford unprotected, Fairfax had new 
orders to turn back and attack Oxford.  At this time, the 
King and his army had decided to head North to Newark to 
get supplies.  Fairfax, having sent some troops to Taunton to 
make it look like they were going that way, then in fact 
went to Oxford on 22nd May and laid siege on the town. 
 
A message was sent to Lord Goring in the West from the 
King to come to his aid in the Midlands.  One week later, the 
King and Prince Rupert attacked Leicester to encourage 
Fairfax to abandon his siege of Leicester. 
This worked, and Fairfax marched to Kislingbury on the 12th 

of June.  The King at this time was in Daventry, still on his 
way to Newark but then made their way towards Market 
Harborough.  

Write 2 or 3 
bullet 
points for 
each 
paragraph 

 After completing you titles and bullet point – then create a storyboard of the events 
leading up to the Battle of Naseby. 

Guided Reading – before the Battle of 
Naseby 


